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Executive Summary

Context

This report from the Inuit -
Circumpolar Council (ICC)

Canada contributes to the a
Arctic Marine Shipping :
Assessment (AMSA) being -
conducted by the Arctic - o
Council. It provides the AMSA
project with an Inuit =
perspective on the human
dimension of shipping. As a
Permanent Participant at #
Arctic Council, ICC speaks on
behalf of all 155,000 Inuit living
in Greenland, Canada, Alaska
and Russia.

Sources:

The report investigates Inuit
use of sea ice. It draws upon three sources:

9 Thirty-year old land use and occupancy studies upon which théemolnuit land claims agreements in Canada were
based;

1 Recent interviews with Inuit hunters in Canada; and

1 Additional studies from Alaska and Greenland.

Parts of this report are written in the first person with Inuit telling their story.

Main Point:

Thisreport demonstrates unequivocally that life in the Arctic is dependent on movement, and that sea ice is integral to
this movement. The Inuit have been a nomadic people living in the Arctic since ancient times: their entire culture and
identity is based offree movement on the land. Inuit rely on free movement in order to eat, to obtain supplies for
traditional clothing and art, and generally to keep their rich cultural heritage alive. Inuit temporarily move out from
settlements to harvest resources thate sometimes bartered or traded. This movement takes place on the sea ice that
surrounds and connects Inuit communities.

Key Findings:

1. Tradition and Adaptation
Thekey findings contained in this report begin with the recognition that Inuit are deeplgexiad to the past, both
distant and more recent, but have also adapted. The report also finds that Inuit continue to eat traditional foods for a
large portion of their diet. This diet requires continued hunting and harvesting of the available resoutlte#\ctic.
Because the wildlife, birds and sea mammals that make up most of the Inuit diet are highly transient, it is often
necessary for Inuit to travel over great distances in order to obtain a harvest sufficient to feed their communities.



Although dimate change and thinning sea ice are posing great challenges, Inuit are a highly adaptive people who are
seeking ways to cope with these changes while maintaining their culture. But in order for them to adapt, they must
have free movement over sea ice appen sea in order to follow the migratory wildlife they rely on. It is also

important to note that, as many of the hunters interviewed said, if one species in the food chain suffers, the others
down the line suffer as well. Inuit will, therefore, be ditlgaffected by any damage inflicted upon the Arctic
environment-- one that they have sustained and been sustained by for thousands of years.

Standard of Sustainable Use

TheArctic is home to Inuit. They have lived there for thousands of years. It Iatiiteposition that any action or
intervention that affects their land must protect the environment, wildlife, and therefore the Inuit people in such a
way that they can continue to live off this land for thousands more years. This is the standarcaofahistuse that
they insist upon.

The Sea Ice is Our Highway

Thesea, for Inuit, is their highway. In wintertime, their highway is sea ice. In summertime, it is the open sea. The sea
is integral to the Inuit way of life. Because they still rely on tiadal Inuit food for a large portion of their diet, and
because hunting and being out on the land are central to their culture, they continue to use the land and sea in the
same way as did their ancestors for thousands of years. This connection to kdmnzkagives Inuit a great sense of

pride, weltbeing, and connection to the past.




Caution and Concern:

In the face of climate change and the potenf@l greater use of the Arctic by newcomers, there is a feeling of concern
among Inuit. While they have resolved to adapt to the changed climate and thinning ice as best tliggandashow
considerable confidence they will succegthey are less sure abbwhat increased shipping may mean for their future.
While the pages that follow do not overtly discuss constitutional and legal issuesg thuitugh ICC and other bodies
strongly caution those making plans regarding the Arctic to remember the lamdschgreements, setfovernment
arrangements, and international legal instruments that call for consultation and informed consent. And to pay close
attention to the direct quotations of Inuit hunters found in this report. Newcomers are reminded thathaué lived in
the Arctic for thousands of years and intend to live there for thousands more.

Shipping route through Kugluktuk region illustrates collidin
interests between Inuit land use and shipping.
Map source: Inuit Land Use arfdccupancy Project, 1976.
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An Inuit Pergedive on Transportation in the Arcti

1. Introduction

1.1 Context

This report from the Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC)
Canada is a contribution to the Arctic Marine Shippin I ’
Assessment (AMSA) being conducted by the Arctic
Council. This scoping report is intended to provide the
authors of the AMSA with an Inuit perspective on the
human dimension of shipping. As a Permanent
Participant at the Arctic Council, the Inuit Circumpola
Council speaks on behalf of all 155,000 Inuit living in
Greenland, Canada, Alaska and Russia. ICC Canada
represents Canadian Inuit on matters on international
importance, and also acts as a representative for Inuit
from Greenland, Alaska, and Russia witGanada.

This report is important because it gives voice to Inuit,
the people who have lived in the Arctic for thousands
of years, sustaining and being sustained by the uniqu
animals, fish, and fowl found here. Governments and
industry have for decadassed this same Arctic for
their own benefit. Sometimes they consult with us. In ™
contrast to such consultations, this report comes on
the initiative of ICC Canada and is intended to frame
the dialogue from an Inuit perspective, to discuss the
issues relatedo land and sea ice use as we see them.
From this discussion, the reader will come to learn ho
ice is central to how we have moved in the past and
continue to move in the present.

1.2 Inuit Definitions

1.2.1 The Arctic

The first distinction of an Inuitiew of the Arctic is our definition of the term Arctic itself. Within Canada,

Inuit view the Arctic as the places where Inuit have traditionally lived. These areas are the four land claims
regions: Nunatsiavut along the coast of Labrador, Nunavik in NortQeiebec, the entire territory of

Nunavut, and the Inuvialuit Settlement Region along the northern coast and around the northern islands
of the Northwest Territories. Other indigenous peoples also live in the Canadian North, but because they
are impactedess by shipping than are Inuit, their views are not covered in this report. The Arctic also
includes all of Greenland, much of Alaska, from the North Slope Borough down the Bering coast, and
much of Russia, certainly including the region of Chukotka at¢hesBering Strait from Alaska. These

regions where Inuit live are all part of the Arctic according to our view.

Inuit Circumpolar Council (Canada)



The Sea Ice is Our Highway

Circumpolar Map with Inuit lands highlighted

The Arctic also includes the northern portions of Finland, Sweden and Norway where thei$azaasi |
well as the northern parts of Russia where nearly forty different indigenous peoples live. Our Arctic is
increasingly the focus of attention from many outside interests, the latest of which is the shipping
industry.

1.2.2 The Land

The lnuitconcep2 ¥ f I yR gAff 068 SELI YRSR dzLll2y Ay GKA& NBLEZNIO®
distinguish between the ground upon which our communities are built and the sea ice upon which we

travel, hunt, and build igloos as temporary camipsnd is anywhere odeet, dog teams, or snowmobiles

can take us.

Land is anywhere our feet, dog &ns, or snowmobiles
can take us

1.3 Scope of the Report

This report is a scoping level investigation focusing on Inuit use of sea ice. It looks at existing sources of
informationregarding land use and occupancy to extract the highlights regarding sea ice, augmenting this
with responses from interviews with Inuit hunters, and using additional studies from Alaska and
Greenland to provide a palmuit perspective. The report will ngrovide comprehensive data on current

Inuit use of sea ice, as such information is not yet available. It will also not use the AMSA's target dates of
2020 and 2050 to make specific projections on how increased Arctic marine useHyuitomay affect

the Inuit. Note that the report does include general predictions about the future in light of climate change
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and reduced sea ice based on the experience and traditional knowledge of the Inuit hunters interviewed,
but these predictions are not directed specélly to those target dates.

The central idea of this report is thhfie in the Arctic is dependent on movement, and that sea ice is
integral to this movementThe Inuit have been a nomadic people living in the Arctic since ancient times.
As such, our efire culture and identity is based on free movement on the land. Indeed, we rely on free
movement in order to eat, first of all, and also to obtain supplies for traditional clothing and art as well as
to maintain pride in our rich cultural heritage. We atsmporarily move out from our settlements to

harvest resources that we sometimes barter or trade. As this report will show, much of this movement
takes place on the sea ice that surrounds and connects our communities.

Life in the Arctic is dependent on mrement, and seade is
integral to this movement

Because the goal of this report is to give voice to Inuit perspectives and concerns regarding the impact of
changes in the Arctic, the text will include many direct quotations from interviews with Maity of the

Inuit interviewed for this report emphasized the importance of the sea in their everyday lives, and were
very concerned that their voices be heard by the people whose decisions will affect their culture and
livelihoods. The use of direct quotissour means of presenting their concerns to a wider public.

Inuit Circumpolar Council (Canada)
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2. Our Nomadic Tradition

2.1 The Four Stages of Inuit History

According to the studies compiled in the Inuit Land
Use and Occupancy Report of 1976, Arctic historial
and archeologists havieund that Inuit populations
have inhabited the Arctic for about 4000 yeais,
nearly the same regions as they do today. This histc
began with the Préorset, PaledEskimo people who
lived in the Arctic starting around 2000 BC, then
continued with theDorset people who lived in
Greenland starting in 1000 BC and in the Canadian
Arctic from 500 BC, then on to the Thule people
whose variation of Eskimo culture originated in wha
is now Alaska and spread across the Canadian Arctic to Greenland, all theetivayresentday Inuit.
Historians and archeologists tell us that the cultural similarities seen in the prehistoric artifacts and the
physical similarities discovered through the unearthing of ancient graves indicate a clear progression from
the pre-Dorset, PaleeEskimo people through to today's Inuit.

Virtually the whole Arctic region from Chukotka to
Greenland was inhabitedby people with a common
culture

Archeological findings from the Pal&skimo era show thatirtually the whole Arctic region from

Chukotka to Greenland was inhabited by people with a common culfirey have found common tools

FRFLIWGSR G2 GKS ! NDGAO GdzyRNY Ay (GKS NBIA2Y FNRY (G(GKS 2
central Canadian Arctic and the eastern Arctic §iIR& G2 DNBSyfl yRé yR ala FIFN I &
southwestern Greenland, Ungava peninsula in northern Quebec, and down through the Barren Lands and

GKS ¢Sad O2Fad 2F | dzR A& 2Thoughlthe grdufs whoivki D tkid viadt rEgioa | Y A (2 0 | @
hadslight regional variations, they are similar enough that archeologists call them all the Arctic Small Tool

tradition’¢ KS y I GdzNB FyR t20FGA2y 2F GKS NBYlIAya 2F GKSANI
scattered, nomadic bands, moving seaaliyto exploit various game resources. They used toggling

KFN1L}R22yasz aLISINAI fFyOSaz yR 02#appdargtRey bisdRshetia Ay K dzy
extensively and hunted bears, wolves, muasien and walruses.

1 M.M.R. Freeman, ed. 1976. Inuit land use and occupancy project. 3 vols. Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Dev@tiamanSupply and Services Canada.
Vol. 2, p. 103L04.

2AEEALY 9@ ¢l ef2NE WNII ddrre@magMd. 230604 2F 9&1AY2 t NBKAAG2NB®DE Ly

Ibid. p. 105.

Ibid. p. 105.

Ibid. p. 106.

a b~ W N
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Canadian site locationand presumptive land use: Early Pal&skimo.
Source: Inuit Land Use and Occupancy Project, 1976.

The Dorset culture moved quite clearly out of this{irerset, Arctic Small Tool tradition. The Dorset
culture, which existed from 800 BC to 1300 AD, stretcfrom Bernard Harbour and Melville Island in the
west to eastern Greenland and the northwest part of Labrador in the east. Like thePsit@uno people,
0KS 52NARSG LIS2LX S -admadd Sards tvith litde Xamipd of skirStenis th guminér &
sheltering in winter in small clusters of partlgy’ R S NH N2 dzy R ThHelDdisetfpebplsafparently
also used snowhouses and may in fact have invented them. The tools and weapons found in Dorset
archeological sites indicate they hunted a varietg®@ mammals, birds, and caribou, and also fished
extensively. Following the tradition of the pEorset culture, they used soapstone blubkdmirning lamps
for heat, light, cooking, and drying clothihg, tradition which was later carried on by the Thuteddnuit
people.

The Dorset people were gradually displaced by the Thule people between 900 and 1300 AD as the Thule
people slowly drifted over from Alaska across the Canadian Arctic all the way to Greéfilzesk two
cultures were similar in many wayadlearned from each other during the time they-egisted?

Taylor, Jr., In Freeman, Vol. 2, p. 106.
Ibid. p. 106.
Ibid. p. 107.
Ibid. p. 108.

© 0 N o
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- The Sea Ice is Our Highway

However, the Thule culture was more effectively adapted to the Arctic because the people possessed dog
teams that allowed them to travel over greater distances more easily and they had develdpkdange

of gear for hunting the great baleen whales, which afforded them a major food supply not available to the
Dorset people? The prominence of the whale hunt is the primary distinguishing feature of the Thule era.

Canadian site locations andresumptive land use in the Thule period.
Source: Inuit Land Use and Occupancy Project, 1976.

The most recent stage in Inuit history began in th& t8ntury with the people known as the Central

Eskimo. This culture followed directly from the Thule c@tursing virtually the same hunting equipment,

modes of transportation, clothing, and even toys as the Thule people did. The primary differences

between the Thule period and the Central Eskimo period came about because of the collapse of the

baleen whale bnt. Without this major source of food, the Central Eskimo people abandoned the villages

of sturdy winter houses from the Thule era for a more nomadic life dependent on the scattered herds of

asrta FyR I £ NHz& S& & 5 dzNJA y Fo thefso&housd o Sie sediide @i ¢ & | I NI

é
Odza i2YI NBE SAYISNI NBaARSyOSw¢

10 Taylor, Jr., In Freeman, Vol. 2,107.
11  Ibid.p. 108.
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For thousands of years our forefathers have gone before
us and passed on the traibns that still help us today

Today's Inuit continue to benefit from this rich ancestry, knowing fbathousands of years our
forefathers have gone before us and passed on the traditions that still help us t8dayone Inuk from
Igloolik, Nunavut:
2SS tAPS KSNB 0SOFdzaS 2dzNJ I yOSaG2NR RAR 0STF2NB dza o
do, we wouldn't have anything. They tried hard to hunt animals in order tq tivat's why we are
living. Those old places are easy to spot. I've been to many places-ladoq the direction of
Pond Inlet and others, where you would have thought eappe have ever been before. I've seen
NEOl&a LAfSR 2yS 2y (2L 2F (GKS 20KSN® ¢KSé 6SNB FAE!

Another Inuk from Chesterfield Inlet, Nunavut put it this way:

G90Sy 6KSy @2dz 32 (2 I LXisahays something hat @S yoldthas 1 & S Y LJG @ .
LS2LX S 68NB (KSNB P

2.2 Travellers and Nomads

As indicated in this brief overview of Inuit history, Inuit have always relied on hunting for subsistence, a
way of life that requires a great deal of movement in orttefollow the migratory patterns of the wildlife

and sea mammals in the region. Because the game and sea mammals in the Arctic ecosystem are highly
transientc take the mysterious annual migration of the caribou, for exangphee Inuit have adopted a
nomadc lifestyle for much of our history. Evalak from Hall Beach said it well:

G¢KS 3IILYS ySOSNI Y20SR I NRdzyR Ay 2yf e yé r B|¢ Ly
flryRZ YR G 20KSNJ GAYSa ('kSeé 200dzLle I y2 i KSNI LI NI

Although most Inuit in Chukotka, Alaska, Canada, and Greenland now live in settlements, the traditional
knowledge still passed down from our elders to our children continues to reflect this nomadic tradition.

dad FFAOKSNI GF daAKG YS tikgang make toy¥ form@selfat waukir NJ o & f S
eventually become real things as | grew older. The next step in my training as a hunter was when my

father started to take me on actual trips by dog team. ... My father lectured me on how some day my

livelihood woull depend on hunting, as well as on other people. And he also told me that this was the

one and only way to earn my living, and he told me to watch carefully and do as he did. | went to

distant places by doteam and boat. As | became older, | started mgkiips on my own, in the

F NBF 6KSNB Yé FFEOKSNI KFER (FdAKG YSoe® y2agSez221 bl da.

Much of the traditional knowledge passed down from generation to generation is meant to hone the skills
necessary for hunting and fishing. In erdo hunt and fish safely and effectively in the Arctic, we train our

12 Inuk is the singular of Inuit.

13 vd2dSR Ay 1 dAK . NBR&Z 4[lyR hOOdzl) yOeyY LydAlG t SNOSLIIA2Yy&aés LYy CNBSYlysS +2fd mM3I LI® mMdpm
14 LLAF1Z vd2GSR Ay . NRBR&XI 4[FyR hOOdzd yOeyY LydzAd t SNDSLIiA2y&aés CNBSYlyYyZ 22fd mMZI LD HAHOD
15 vd2iSR Ay . NRBReXI 4[FyR hOOdz) yO®Y LydzAl t SNDSLIiA2yaér CNBSYlIYyZ +2fd mMXI LD HnA

16  Ibid.p. 225.

Inuit Circumpolar Council (Canada)



- The Sea Ice is Our Highway

young people to recognize different types of ice and to know the dangers associated with different
seasong; for example, where the ice is likely to be thin at different times of yeathe signs that the

edge of the ice might break off and leave a person stranded on an ice fracture that is rapidly drifting away.
One traditional method for testing thin ice involves stabbing the ice two or three feet ahead with a stick
with a piece ofrion attached to the bottom of it. If the stick goes through the ice, this is a warning to
backtrack and find another route, but if the ice feels solid, it is safe to gradually move forward. Inuit
hunters spend much of their time out on the ice, mostlynma#l groups or even alone; therefoneliable
knowledge of the ice can be a matter of life and death.

Reliable knowledge of the ice cabe a matter of life and
death

Part of travelling on the ice, sometimes over long distances, is the ability to nabased on landmarks

that the untrained eye might not perceive and the untrained memory might not be capable of archiving

over long time periods. The Inuit language for describing and naming places has made such travel possible
for thousands of years. Thisigte from a Pelly Bay hunter is illustrative:

attf GKS f11S48 6KSNB e2dz Oy FAYR FAaK 2NJ OF NAo2dz |
one way we can recognize lakes is by their names. ... The names of places, of camps and of lakes are

all important to us, for that is the way we travelwith names. ... Most of the names you come across

gKSY UGN} @SttAy3a INB GSNE 2f{R® hdzNJ  yOSaidi2Na yI YSR |
Dominique Tunglik, Pelly Bay, Nunavut.

Out on the sea where therare fewer landmarks, and the features of the ice may change from year to
year, traditional knowledge teaches hunters how to navigate using the sun, wind, and stars. A skilled
navigator can use the ridges in the snow like a compass based on which ditbetiorevailing winds
come from at that time of year. Additionally, he can use the location of the sun, or in the long Arctic
nights, the stars, to deduce what direction he is travelling in. Another more wichedwn navigation aid

is the inukshuk, which & as a marker for passeby. In these ways and others, traditional knowledge
enables us to travel over great distances without losing our way.

When a trip requires an overnight stay, or when a sudden storm or other setback leaves a traveller
stranded orthe ice, the traditional means of finding shelter is to build an igloo. Igloos are no longer used
as seasonal shelter as they were in the recent gastveral hunters interviewed for this report described
growing up in igloog but a seasoned hunter stkhows how to build them and will do so if the situation
requires it. Because igloos can be built quite quickly as shelter, they are an invaluable technology for the
travelling Inuit, even today.

Also necessary for a long trip in the harsh Arctic clintearm clothing. Inuit traditional knowledge

passed down through the generations includes instruction on how to dry and stretch the skins of the
animals harvested for food in order to make warm boots, pants, parkas, and mittens out of them. For
example, aribou skins are often used for parkas, while sealskin is used for boots because it is waterproof
when prepared correctly.

17 vd2iSR Ay . NRBReéX 4[FyR hOOdzl y.A8Y LydzAd t SNDSLIiA2y&aés CNBSYlys 2fd mZ
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Movement will always be a necessary part of life in the

Arctic. Wedo our best to prepare ouyoung people for
that reality

All of this traditional knowledge, much of it at the very core of the Inuit way of life, has been developed
and passed down in order to impart the knowledge of a nomadic people to its future generatiens.

Inuit recognize that movement will always be a necesgary of life in the Arctic and therefore do our
best to prepare our young people for that reality.

Inuit Circumpolar Council (Canada)
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3. Moving to Follow the Game

3.1 Continued Importance of Traditional Diet

One thing that has remained most constant in

Inuit life since the mid 1970s wheMilton

Freeman's team of researchers combed the

area then called the Northwest Territories, and
Carol BriceBennett's team studied the

[ FONF R2NJ NBIA2yZT Aa 0
T22Ré G2 GKS LydAd RAww
when meat, fish, and bluldy were the dietary
staples, augmented seasonally by berries and |
wildfowl eggs, Inuit today still rely heavily on
foods obtained through hunting and gathering.

NE

Interviews done by the land use and occupanc
researchers in the mid 1970s evoked numerou.

respaises stressing the importance of hunting I-—‘ = et SSeee—0
and the traditional Inuit diet. A selectionof  — .
statements is reproduced here:

aL OF yui -adughyfded).AMe wereibivggNtiap living off the country, and we don't like to
eat the food that you buy from thetores steady, you know. It's alright for two, three days; a week

YI@0S®dé / KINIAS DNHzSYyS ¢dz]l G2t {Gdzl = Ly dz@Al f dzA i

{Si

G2S fA1S 2dNIJ fFyRZ 6S tA1S 2dzNJ yI GdzNF £ F22Rad ¢KSe

of life we like to lie.Our culture we'll never forget. To keep our culture, we got to keep our land and
have it free from being developgsio we'd kind of like to protect the land where we trap and hunt all

2dzNJ t A@Sadé { Y wlkERRAZI LYdz@A1I Lydz@Al fdzAd {SddGf SYS,

& ¢ K &&al kinds of animals... Inuit have been living here for a long time, and some people live only

2y 3FYSI FYR &42YS KI @S R2yS a2 F2NI YlIye &8SIENARD® ¢KI |

Inuktaluk, Sanikiluag, Nunavit.

0Our culture we'll neveforget. To keep our culture, we
got to keep our land and have it free from being
developed

Interviewer: Is it possible that people will gradually do less and less huntingg ¥amily man from
Arctic Bay, Nunavut: No, | do not think so. Right now maoplpan Arctic Bay work in the white
way, either here or in other places. But they still hunt. Look at me. | have a job here, but | go out

18 vdz2 SR Ay . NBR&Z G[FYyR hOOdadld yORY LydAd t SNDSLIIAZ2Y&Eés CNBSYIYS 22td M3 LIO HMy ®

19  Ibid. p. 236.
20  Ibid. p. 236.
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hunting. | was out yesterday. People here will always want real food, and for that reason alone we
are all huntersWe'll always be hunters. ... For the young as well as for adults, to be an Inuk is
inseparable from being in touch with the laadd from the possession of the technical skills and
moral qualities that make such contact both possible and valuable. Alkblgngie that the land is the
mainstay of their life. Even in the most waggented families, local foods are valued and sought
above all others. And it is, of course, the young who must be relied upon to maintain the supply of
local foods so that the peapmay continue to be Inuit.

owe'll always be hunters. ... For the young as well as for
adults, to be an Inuk is inseparable from being in touch
with the landé

L dKAYl FYyR a2YSiAYSa alLlsSI| GKS (K2dAKG GKIF G
what | want to pass on to my descendants: good food from the land, caribou and fish. The land

Of

YI1Sa &82dz tA@S ¢Sttt FyYyR 0SS KSIf GKeddé w22arl tldz £z

Interviews conducted by ICC Canada in March 2008 indicate that despite the increéisattydif finding

and harvesting big game and sea mammals due to thinning and less predictable sea ice, Inuit communities
are persistent in maintaining their traditional diets. When asked whether changes in ice conditions were
affecting their traditionabdiets, respondents spoke of having to travel further or in a different month than
usual; they spoke of dietary substitutions such as hunting more roush when the caribou migration

shifted away from their area, or they explained how melting permafrostiade the natural ice cellars

used to age and store meat less effectiM®t one of them said anything to suggest they were giving up

on hunting despite the considerable challengesne were facing in getting out on the ice and land.

Not one of them saidnything to suggest they were
giving up on hunting despite the considerable challenges

When asked how his life might change because of poorer ice conditions in the future, Tommy Qaqqgasiq
from Pangnirtung, Nunavut said:
G¢KSYy 6SUff dzaPFRopk WiKsSINWNSE I Tlgart dfo8nyfifé. ®hen things change, you
2dzad KIF @S “ti2 32 ALK Al PE

This sentiment was echoed by Frank Pokiak from Tuktoyaktuk in the Inuvialuit Settlement Region, who
said:

LYY adAtft 3A2Ay 3 (2 RBpedidSifithaszobe. KHe MBIt df myTabd | sRIA FF S NB y

get from the land, | still depend on all the fish that we get and different ways to prepare it. Whale

21 vdz2iSR Ay . NRRe&:z GINDSRIHKAYdEY CNBSYY ¢zE( +2f ® mMZ LI® HHDD
22 Ibid. p. 241.
23 Interviewon March 14, 2008.
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meat and seal meat, geese. You just change with the changes, | guess. I'll still be hereag$nong
FfAGBS LUttt {1SSLYR2AYy3I gKIG LUY R2AYyIPE

After describing in detail how climate change is forcing his community to deal with new challenges, John
Keogak of Sachs Harbour shared this idea on how he can continue his harvesting practices:

G! 0 dzRiReds irkofmaking little sleds out of aluminum, which you can use as a little kayak or

boat. If you're out on the ice and you have to cross an open lead or something you can use that. It's

one of the things that can help. I'm going to get one of tho&ctimbined as a little sleigh and, if

g2dz KIF@gS G2 @&2dz Oty dzaS A4”la F o62Fde ¢KIGUa 2yS

We will do whatever it takes to &ep eating our
traditional food

These responses illustrate that no matter how hard things get, we Inuit are viaggip on hunting. Even
though climate change may prove to be the most difficult adaptation challenge we Inuit have ever faced,
we will do whatever it takes to keep eating our traditional food.

3.2 Harvesting What the Land Provides

Because we ardetermined to maintain our traditional dieg and in fact we need to eat harvested meat
due to the high cost of storbought meat, in addition to the cultural reasons for doingcsbfollows that
there will be continued reliance on hunting, or harvestawjit is commonly known. Since traditional Inuit
foods are rarely sold in stores, they must be obtained by hunters whoass the land and sea around
their communities, regularly travelling hours and sometimes days to track down the wildlife anesharv
what is needed for their families and communities.

This does not mean that all Inuit hugthough most ablébodied men and some women do. And those

who hunt often have other employment. For example, many hunters in the Canadian Inuit settlement
regiors have at least patime or seasonal wage employment in addition to hunﬁﬁg]deed, interview
respondents lamented that high fuel costs to run snowmobiles have in some cases made it necessary to
engage in wage employment in order to finance hunting elpens. Along these lines, Inuit in northern
Greenland have moved toward a division of labour in order to supply their communities with traditional
country food. A substantial portion of the harvest is done by Inuit who are licenced professional hunters
and sell their products to Inuit households in opaim markets”’

Nevertheless, the hunt continues. We Inuit keep on adapting to the new economic environment in ways
that sustain our connection to the land and the harvest it provides.

24 Interviewon March 28, 2008.

25 Interviewon March 13, 2008.

26  Poppel, Birger, Jack Kruse, Gérard Duhaime, Larissa Abryutina. 2007. SLICA Results. Anchorage:SosiatisndfEconomic Research, University of Alaska Anchorage.
p. 6.

27 Poppeletal., p. 4.




An Inuit Pergedive on Transportation in the Arcti

3.2.1 General Inuit L and Use and Occupancy Patterns

With few exceptions, Inuit settlements are located on sea coasts or on major waterways with easy access
to the sea. This clearly reflects the importance of the sea to our Inuit way of life. Whether thickly frozen or
open forthe summer, the sea is our primary means of transportatitime usually iceovered sea is our
highway, the only physical connection between many of our communities and the only way we can access
many of the animals we depend on for food.

The usually iceovered sea is our highway, the only
physical connection between many of our communities
and the only way we can access many oetanimals we
depend on for food

The ability to move freely over long distances is foundational to hunting in the Arctic leettaianimals
we hunt are constantly on the move.

aDlFYS lfglrea Y2@0Sa I NRPdzyR® LG Aa GKS gle FyAYFfa
way of searching for food, so they are always moving. Birds search for other birds. Sea animals

search fordéod. So the seals are kept moving by other sea animals, searching for food. If sea animals

RAR y2i( aSIFINOK F2NJ ¥F22RX Yl &06S 6S ¢62dzZ R°y20 KI @S |

GOWF N aSFfae NB Y2@Ay3 | NEB dzé Rl ofitte timeliviuSprobably S & ¢ KS& |
could see about 100 seals outside of Hopedale this week. Maybe there's no seal in Makkovik. Maybe

about a couple of weeks after, someone gets a nice bunch of seals up in Makkovik. They would be

some of the same flock of seahoving forth and bacK.George Lane, Hopedale, Nunatsiavut.

Like the hunters who know their way, polar bears depend on ice for their seasonal movements. Each
year, beginning in midwinter and continuing into spring, bears move northward, following the sho

ice and the floe edge. Because they also depend on killing seals on the sea ice, the location of bears is
as variable as the ice conditiofs.

At the appropriate times each season, Inuit hunters set out to find these animals as their migrations bring
them through their area. Some communities are lucky to have a favourable cove for whales, a feeding
ground for caribou, or a nesting area for wild birds nearby. Others must travel further away to find these
sources of food. Some communities live in placesrettiee floe edge; the point at which the sea ice

stops and the open water begins, and generally the best place to find sea maminals hour away

from shore. Others must travel three or four hours to reach it. As one might expect, these harvest
conditions fluctuate from year to year, largely dependent on the weather. This is why we Inuit must be
ready to travel long distances if necessary.

From time to time, disaster strikes and a community must completely alter its subsistence pattern in
order to surwe. For example, the community of Read Island near Kugluktuk in western Nunavut had

28 vd2iSR Ay . NBRe&X 4[FyR hOOdzd yOeyY LydzAd t SNDSLIiA2y&aéT LYy CNBSYlLysS 22fd mM3I LId HAahpd
29 Carol BriceBennett, ed., 1977. Our Footprints are Everywhere: Inuit Lancabdéccupancy in Labrador. Labrador Inuit Association. p. 149.
30 .NRREX d4[+FYR hOOdzJ yOeyY LydzAl( t SNDSLIIA2Yyaés Ly CNBSYFYyS #2f® MZ LI HmMno®
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enjoyed excellent access to caribou herds that crossed the Dolphin and Union Strait to reach Victoria
Island for the summer. Shortly after the rifle was introduced in #giaon, the caribou stopped crossing

the strait. The caribou migration pattern changed and the community went from regular, easy access to
caribou to having none at all in their vicinity. The Read Islanders adjusted by switching to a smaller
caribou varietythat could still be found reasonably nearby, by making longer journeys to the mainland to
harvest caribou there, and by trading with neighbouring communities in order to obtain skins used to
make clothing, boats, and so 6n.

Another very difficult time wa the year when an unseasonably late rain fell on Banks Island in the
Inuvialuit Settlement Region. Rain fell late in October, forming a thick layer of ice that covered all the
ground vegetation normally eaten by the musk herd. More than 20,000 musken were wiped out,
eliminating the main source of winter food for the community of Sachs Harbour. John Keogak described
the event this way:

LYy wnnn ¢ Soff B imBskok bedalsa of R Iat&rainfall in October. After it had snowed, it
rained for awhole day. That created a big thick layer of ice. We had mugkying to leave the

island and falling through the ice, some were dying of starvation. All of their food was under ice. That
gta | o0FR &SI NIE

In a tough year it may be possible to mitigabtetlack of large game or whales by taking more geese or
ducks, ptarmigans, fish, or other small game available in the region. In general, however, unexpected
difficulties in the hunt for big game mean hunters must search further and further away until they
manage to find enough big game or sea mammals to sustain the community until the next hunting
season. This was the case in Kangiqsujuaq, Nunavik recently:

G¢KA& LI ad @SFENI S KFER I NBIFffte KFENR GAYS FAYRAY3I
We ended up going over to the island, which we never do, but finally there we managed to catch a
OF NARo2dzd LG g+ a NBFffte FTFFSOGAYI¥ 2dzNI O2YYdzyAde £ NJ

In this example, the community of Kangigsujuaq was spared the hardshgirgf completely without
caribou for the winter because the hunters were able to cross the Hudson Strait from Nunavik to
Nunavut.

3.2.2 Regional Variations in Land Use and Occupancy

Inuit from Chukotka all the way to Greenland share a common culture b@ssdnilar hunting, fishing
and whaling patterns. There are certain variations by region because the communities have easier access
to various species.

Detailed land use studies are available for Alaska, the Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and Lalmador. F
Nunavik and Greenland there are studies that provide similar information but are less comprehensive.
Unfortunately there is little information at all about land use in Chukdtka/hat follows is a brief

31 52y wd CINJjdKINBR2YS -H8ydnNXit [+ MRIANEGSE By (@EBSBIAYIZ +2fd mMZI LI® oo
32 Interviewon March 13, 2008.
33 Interviewon March 15, 2008.
34 Note that the Sea Ice Knowledge and Use Project under the International Polar Year 2007/2008 is currently underway.Kithisight& comprehensive land / ice use
and occupancy study, it will combileuit-centred research from Chukotka, Alaska, Nunavut, Nunavik, and Greenland to present a wealth of information on the Inuit use

and extensive traditional knowledge of sea ice.
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summary of the variations in land use and occupaincthe Inuit settlement regions according to the
available sources.

Alaska

Residents of Alaska's North Slope Borough coastal communities travel throughout the Borough area in
pursuit of subsistence activities. These include a fall whale hunt, in soras aapring whale hunt,

caribou and bird hunting throughout most of the year, as well as fishing. The use areas for coastal
settlements extend 40 km or further from the coast, as the Inupiait use a combination of traditional
skin boats and motorizeddats to harvest sea mammals. Snowmobiles are also used on the ice in the
hunt for sea mammals.

Northwest Territories, Full Extent of Inuit Land Use.
Source: Inuit Land Use and Occupancy Project, 1976.

Inuvialuit Settlement Region

The Inuvialuit Settiment Region includes the communities of Aklavik, Inuvik, Tuktoyaktuk, Paulatuk,

Sachs Harbour, and Ulukhaktok (Holman Island). According to experienced hunters from Paulatuk, Sachs
Harbour, and Ulukhaktok, the area they cover in search of game is ap@taynthe same now as it was

at the time of the Inuit Land Use and Occupancy Project (ILY@®) two exceptions. First, difficult ice
conditions prevent the hunters from going as far out onto the sea ice in the Amundsen Gulf, and second,
trapping has delined somewhat due to changes in the local economy.

35 North Slope Borough Comprehensive Rj@ackground Report, Chapter 3, p-B9.
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