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MONDAY, JULY 21, 2014 

Chaired By: Aqqaluk Lynge 

Performance 

The Inuvialuit Drummers and Dancers opened the Assembly with a performance before all 
delegates and participants.  

Welcome by ICC Chair and Call to Order 

Mr. Aqqaluk Lynge, ICC Chair and Assembly Chair commenced by 
welcoming all participants on behalf of the ICC executive council. He 
thanked the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation and all citizens of the 
Inuvialuit settlement area and the city of Inuvik.  

Mr. Lynge recounted 1956 and 1958 meetings between Inuit from 
different regions of the North including Baffin Island and Greenland 
as the beginning of a tradition of coming together that continued to 
be nurtured and expanded today, with descendants of those who 
first met still participating. Sharing of subsequent meetings had first 
been achieved through public broadcasting by the Greenland 
Broadcasting Corporation and now through internet streaming. He 
hoped that this would enable open dialogue and stated that the 
coming days would be decisive for a common goal of One People, One Arctic. Mr. Lynge called 
the Assembly to order and welcomed elder Lillian Elias to deliver the opening prayer.   
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Opening Prayer 

Ms. Elias conducted the opening prayer and lighting of the Qulliq.  

Host and Mayor Welcome 

Mr. Duane Ningaqsiq Smith, ICC Vice–Chair, 
Canada, as host for the Assembly proceedings, 
welcomed all to the Assembly. Mr. Smith 
reiterated the vision of One Arctic, One People 
by stating that the Inuit are a diverse people 
with nevertheless much in common. He called 

for a continued and unified effort over the coming four years to 
ensure communities in the Arctic could adapt to an unpredictable 
and rapidly changing Arctic, and discussed the need to position Inuit 
communities, youth and culture to take advantage of the 
opportunities a changing Arctic might afford.  

Mr. Smith noted that given the fast pace of change in the Arctic, this may be the most 
important Assembly yet: First, many countries and industries were now looking north for new 
opportunities in energy, shipping and resources; second, Inuit communities were facing many 
health and wellness challenges such as food security, increasing rates of chronic disease and 
mental health issues; and finally, increasing pressures from beyond the borders of the Arctic – 
as well as continued threats from climate change, contaminants and anti-hunting pressure from 
countries, organizations and individuals – presented challenges in sustainably managing 
resources.  

He called on all delegates to work diligently to help solve these problems through discussions 
and decisions taken at the Assembly. He asked that together delegates, with their extensive 
collective capacity, expertise, wisdom and memory as well as the knowledge passed down to 
them by ancestors, must act as ambassadors on behalf of a thriving 
and unique Inuit society in order to respond to existing challenges, 
and take advantage of opportunities and new partnerships so as to 
realize the vision of a unified Arctic with a positive future. 

Floyd Roland, Mayor of Inuvik, also welcomed delegates and 
observers to the Assembly and his home of Inuvik. He spoke to 
Inuvik’s longtime cultural role as a melting pot of people and ideas, 
which helped create the Inuvialuit settlement region as the first 
settlement region in Canada’s north and which thus made Inuvik an 
appropriate place to come together and examine the future of the 
Inuit. He looked forward to seeing the finalization of the Inuvik 
Declaration after the conclusion of the Assembly. 
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Welcoming Remarks 

Speaker: The Honourable Robert McLeod, Minister, Northwest Territories 

Minister McLeod thanked the Assembly for the invitation to attend the event and welcomed 

international and out-of-territory guests to the Northwest Territories and Inuvik. He 

commented on the critical analysis, strong vision and excellent and important work 

demonstrated by the ICC on environmental issues, sustainable development and the health and 

well-being of northern peoples. A balanced approach should be taken to economic 

development, with the environment a prime consideration.   

The ICC and the NWT were working to address many of the same challenges including building 
healthy communities and family wellness, promoting sustainable resource use and 
management, and developing community capacity and infrastructure. Minister McLeod was 
confident that solutions would be found to existing challenges through innovation, 
perseverance and a commitment to a sustainable north. He encouraged delegates to enjoy 
Inuvik and part of the Traditional Circumpolar Northern Games that were underway.  
 

Speaker: Ms. Nellie Cournoyea, IRC Chair and CEO 
 
Ms. Cournoyea thanked all delegates and observers 
for attending the Assembly. She stated that after 
many years she had met many people and been 
inspired by the ICC’s leadership, and emphasized the 
need for greater unity among Inuit peoples. Ms. 
Cournoyea honoured Eben Hopson, the founding 
father of the Inuit Circumpolar Council, and repeated 
his message:  

Do not forget your land, don’t forget your people 
and don’t take it for granted. Do not take for 
granted people from other countries that will 
honour your land, wildlife and culture. 

Ms. Cournoyea commented that she was pleased to 
see so many visiting participants including 
government representatives. She highlighted the increasing interests in the Arctic from beyond 
its borders, which contrasted with the concerns and interests among those in the Arctic region.  

Elders say you may never starve – you may not have McDonalds, but you have your country 
foods. We must continue to put our circle of support for Inuit in place, things are changing and 
we need each other very much.  

Ms. Cournoyea spoke of the wisdom that the Inuit had passed down including teaching the new 
generations not to worry, to keep working, to keep their focus and their unity; and not to be 
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The U.S. intended to explore in particular lower costs of living and improvements in living 
conditions, in part through renewable energy infrastructure and water and sewer 
improvements. 

Ms. Gourley indicated that the U.S. continued to collect inputs including those of the ICC in 
preparation for its Chairmanship of the AC. U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, as the American 
representative for the Arctic (alongside Robert J. Papp, a former Commander of the U.S. 
Coastguard) would make the relevant announcements at the time of U.S. assumption of 
chairmanship. The former governor of Alaska, Frank Murkowski, would also be part of the U.S. 
Arctic Council delegation. Ms. Gourley reiterated that she was honoured to be present at the 
Assembly and looked forward to working with the ICC.  

Speaker: Mr. Igor Novikov, Third Secretary, Embassy of the Russian Federation in 
Canada 

Mr. Novikov expressed his pride in representing Russia at this 

meeting and thanked the organizers for the invitation. He 

emphasized Russian interest in resource development in the 

Arctic, which he said makes up about 15% of Russian territory. 

He stated that 25% of Russia’s GDP is from oil and gas and 

that in 2014 Russia recovered oil for the first time from an 

ice-covered area offshore. He cautioned that safety was a top 

concern in recovering oil.     

Mr. Novikov noted that the key and core institution is the 
Arctic Council and that current AC priorities were important 
including the creation of an Arctic Economic Cooperation 

Council to foster business development in Arctic. He indicated that Russia had an inadequate 
legal framework for Indigenous peoples’ rights at all levels of government and that this 
remained to be addressed. He stressed that the key means of protecting the rights of 
Indigenous peoples was to account for their needs, to help to maintain and foster traditional 
languages, and to ensure land and traditional hunting and fishing rights were in place. The 
preservation of the lifestyles of Indigenous peoples depended on those rights and access to 
traditional resources, as well as accounting for the impact of industrial activities on those rights. 
Mr. Novikov concluded by welcoming the Chukotkan delegation and expressing well wishes to 
them.  

Speaker: Ms. Anne Hansen, 3rd Vice-President of Inatsisartut of Greenland 

Ms. Hansen, Mayor of Mr. Lynge’s hometown and a cabinet member, was also welcomed by Mr. 
Lynge. She expressed that it was an honour to speak at the opening of the General Assembly 
and stated that the ICC General Assembly created mutual awareness and understanding among 
all Inuit.  
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She stressed the importance of taking advantage of parallels and opportunities to develop in 
the directions that all wanted. June 5th marked the 30th anniversary of an agreement between 
Inuvialuit and the federal government, in which Inuvialuit had obtained formal land rights. She 
stated that great results had been achieved in relation to calls for development and becoming 
self-reliant since the time of the agreement. 

Ms. Hansen noted Greenland’s extensive experience with international cooperation, 
particularly among Nordic countries, and its long time interest in cooperation in the Arctic and 
closer ties with other countries. She was pleased that the Greenlandic Parliament had put 
forward a proposal for greater cooperation between Greenland and Nunavut in areas such as 
mineral resources and trade. The Premier of Nunavut had visited the Premier of Greenland in 
July to discuss cooperation including a strategy on polar bears and the EU seal ban. The 
Greenland Parliament supports ICC Greenland annually and it was now possible to send 
Greenlandic parliamentarians to meetings. Ms. Hansen hoped that Parliamentarians in other 
Arctic countries would be sent to meetings as well so as to ensure continued international 
cooperation.   

Ms. Hansen concluded by praising the ICC for efforts on behalf of Indigenous peoples and 
expressing well wishes for the meeting.  She expressed gratitude to the ICC Executive Council 
for the program and to the ICC Greenlandic presidency for work on important issues.   

Keynote Address 

Speaker: The Honourable Leona Aglukkaq, federal Environment Minister and Arctic 

Council Chairperson 

Minister Aglukkaq was introduced by Mr. Lynge as 

the Assembly keynote speaker. She thanked the 

ICC for the invitation to speak. Minister Aglukkaq 

emphasized the shared strength of Inuit peoples 

and their common future, and her desire to be a 

voice for Northerners. She highlighted the 

importance of her appointment as an Inuk to the 

federal cabinet and as the Chair of the Arctic 

Council since May 13, 2013. She also highlighted 

the importance of consulting with Arctic peoples, 

who are the true experts on Arctic issues. She 

indicated that development was paramount in bringing about the well-being and prosperity of 

Arctic peoples, but needed to be accomplished without negatively impacting the environment. 

She announced her plan to establish an independent business body in the Arctic Council so as 

to promote better economic decision making. 
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Minister Aglukkaq asserted that environmental groups who campaign against traditional Inuit 
lifestyles are making unscientific arguments on the basis of moral “high grounds” and do not 
represent Inuit interests. She indicated that Inuit should be asking how they can take control of 
their own future and that the ICC plays an important voice for Inuit in the Arctic Council as well 
as the other Permanent Participant Organizations in raising the level of dialogue, including 
influencing efforts in relation to mental health, language, and shipping assessments, so as to 
sustain the Inuit way of life.  

Minister Aglukkaq pointed out that upcoming challenges the Inuit will face included increased 
development, shipping, and resource extraction. She asserted that these challenges can be 
dealt with through the continued leadership, participation, and emphasis on traditional 
knowledge by Inuit peoples at decision tables in relation to the Arctic’s future. She reiterated 
her gratitude to the Assembly for the honour of speaking. 

Chair’s Report 

Mr. Lynge delivered the Chair’s Report. He 
indicated that it had been a great privilege to be 
part of ICC for so many years and to work closely 
with many Inuit leaders. He thanked all partners, 
governments, businesses and Inuit for helping 
with the decisions and strategies developed in 
Nuuk 4 years prior.  He asked delegates to study 
the activities report and expressed his gratitude 
to ICC staff and the many other helping hands. 

Mr. Lynge noted the harsh environments in 
which Inuit peoples live, across four countries 
that share areas of the Arctic. He emphasized 
that though some work had been done to 
implement the Nuuk Declaration of 2010, much 
work remained for the Arctic Council, its working 
groups and UN working groups, including in 

relation to Indigenous peoples’ rights. He acknowledged the work of ICC Alaska and 
subsequently ICC Canada in coordinating Arctic Council work, and that of ICC Greenland in 
relation to the UN and human rights.  

He discussed the expanded work of the ICC over the years with now a president for each 
country partner and an expanded Chair role, and his hope that there would be greater ease in 
communicating across languages in the future between country partners. He offered thanks to 
the many invitations to speak in regional and international forums.  
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